he first time I set eyes on a Lotus Eleven,

[ couldn’t believe how small it was.
It was a racing car, but it was also a two-
seater, and I couldn’t understand how two
people, an engine, and the rest of the
running gear could be contained in that
slippery little envelope.

[ couldn’t believe how the driver had to
step down into the driving compartment
before he could fire it up, and I certainly
couldn’t believe how fast such a car, with a
mere 67-cubic-inch engine, could go. But
then, in those days, I didn’t know enough
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about the genius of Lotus, and Colin
Chapman.

In early 1956, when the Eleven was
launched, it was an amazingly advanced
design. Not only did it boast a rigid type of
multi-tube chassis frame, but it featured
an attractive wind-cheating body style.
Compared with any other racing sports
car of the day, it was smaller, lighter, and
better shaped than its rivals. It was proof,
in the metal, of Chapman’s philosophy,
which was to push his new designs up to
the very limits of known technology.

Chapman, who did all his own design
work, was a daring and innovative engineer
who made every bit of metal do its job to
the utmost and who inspired the shaping
of bodies to cheat the wind wherever
possible. Then, as later, a Lotus was elegant
if a touch fragile, beautiful and entirely
functional, nimble and amazingly efficient.

Way back in the early Fifties, Colin
Chapman was working rather unhappily
as a civil engineer for the British Aluminum
Company, Limited, but his passion was
always for designing and building cars.
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