Having invested almost 1,000 hours in his garage, Nigel neared completion of his
beloved Vauxhall 16 valve Westfield build. However, it is so often these last few
Jobs that can make or break a project, especially when the finishing line is

looming. So, in the last instalment of this amazing build, Nigel shares his usual

tips and techniques and describes how he slipped behind the wheel for the very

first time. Did she live up to expectation?

Nigels stvmning Wesefizld,

atience, patlience, patience.
That's the one thought that goes

through my mind when nearing

the end of a build. It is all too
easy to say, ‘Ill do that later,” and just rush to
get a project roaaworthy. It happens so many
times and the car always suffers. Even worse,
the last 5% of jobs can often take 20% plus of
the fotal build time and all are visible. My
approach has always been fo complete a car

in every respect before geffing behind the
wheel. The small task of passing SVA [or an
MOT in the case of this VWesty) can happen as
soon as possible, but | usually spend another
couple of months getting the car spoton before
going for that inaugural drive. It fakes a fair
amount of resolve, especially when the sun is
shining and fhe kids are pleading for a ride in
Daddy's new toy. However, | remind myself o
be patient: it's worth it in the end.

Part

VWhen we left last month's instalment | had
prethy much -:;t:-mpbl@d the interior frim, and the
next main aim was fo get the car through its
MOT ana be done with all the legalities.
Remember, in pre-SVA adays all you had to do
was get an MOT certificate, send off for a
registration and you were road legal.
Occasionally an inspection was requested
which was undertaken at your home but, on
the whole, things were so, so, easy.
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