Nigel's stunning Westy.

ere we are again and having
watched a few more hours of

my treasured build video, I'm

poised in front of the PC fo
relive yet another few months of my Westy
build. Having not built a kit for a few years
the thought of one of my creations taking
shape in the Detail Dean garage is rather
intoxicating. It's clear to see the appeal of
this amazing industry and to do justice to
this creative hobby | strive to make my

both

informative, rather than blindly regurgitate

recollections entertaining and
an instruction manual.

So what's in store this monthe With the
stress of sourcing, installing and firing up
fhe ;::;r_tn.werph_]r'-i well and Iru|xl,r behind me,
the garage calmed to its usual air of
serenity. The next purchase that lurked
around the corner was rather large, anad
entailed the sourcing of a wheel and tyre
package. Selection of this single set of
components could make or break my build
both in the visual and peﬁormurtce stakes.
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Last month Nigel gave us the second instalment of

his much-acclaimed Vauxhall 16 valve powered
Westfield build. Having successfully installed the
powerplant, gearbox and differential the next task

was to focus on braking, cooling and fuelling. Once

complete the bodywork phase could begin 1n

earnest, however, a disaster or two were just around

the corner... well in Nigel's eyes anyway!

In addition, as with any large purchase,
the final choice could potentially impact
my rather modest budget considerably. The
simplest route was to get the siandard
Westy offering: well-priced, guaranteed fo
fit and readily available. It all made
erfect sense, but | wanted my car fo stand
out from the crowd, so the standard 15
inch rims simply would not go. | wanted to

go large.... the widest and largest

diameter rims the Westy bodyshell could
accommodate. A call to Westtield resulted
in a few words of caution, but | thought |
knew betterl My vision was 17 inch ol
even 18 inch rims with tyres resembling

rubber bands - a rather extravagant
request seven years ago when such

oversized boots were exiremely rare and

bleedin’ expensive. Quotes of almost
€£3,000 started to roll in, with the
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