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PART 2

Against all odds, our
iIntrepid team is turning a
Kit of parts and an old MG
into something remarkably
like a Westfield XI...

trer two davs of excessive
consumption, the third day of
Christmas is usually spent quietly
digesting the mountain of food
and booze ingested over the
festive season. This Christmas,
however, was different. I'd shunned a lie-in,
stumbled our ot bed before dawn, scraped two
inches of snow oft our Hyundai Coupe’s root and
was heading west. Today, vou see, was to be first
build-dav proper for Project X1

A quick recap. About a vear ago we drove an
example of Westheld's Lotus XI replica on our
Road & Track Car test and bizarrely, despite 1t
being based on a 30-vear-old MG Midger and
boastung a mere 63bhp, we fell in love with it
So much so that some of us developed a fierce
derermination to own one, even it that meant
gerting dirty and building ir ourselves.

Once we began our adventure, two things
quickly became clear. Firstly, as a bunch ot
spanner-shy journos we had absolutely nodea
what we were doing, and secondly, mv double

garage, halt filled with bikes, old magazines, a
freezer and all the usual clutter, bur wich a serictly
limited number of tools, was far than ideal. So

it was decided o move the whole operation to
Roger Swift's house, or racher to his four-berth
garage and tully equipped workshop.

Roger, vou may recall, 1s a triend of evo and, as
the retired owner of a business that manutactured
steering wheels and karr searts, has torgorten
more about hands-on engineering than we will
collecuvely ever know. As we were soon to
discover, his knowledge would prove invaluable,
especially since the build manual contained
little more than a hist of the parts required from
the Midger and derails of those bits requiring
modificanion. Working out how to bolt it all
together correctly was entirely down to us.

The build crew is usually four-strong, but wich
both Peter Tomalin and Henry Catchpole unable @
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