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End of Term

Westfield X

M Date completed: April 2006

M Duration of test: 8 months

M Total test mileage: 3151

B Average consumption: 34mpg

M Costs: see page 146

B Price new: approx £14,000 [self-build)
B Trade-in value: £15,000

B Depreciation: nope

he Project Xl saga really began two
years ago, when m’colleague Roger
Green drove Westfield's demonstrator
for a short Driven’ article in issue
078. As he parked the Green rump

In the Westy's tiny bucket seat, he’'d
no idea what to expect from this tiny, implausibly
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low, plastic-bodied Lotus Eleven replica with its
pram-like wheel-tracks and unpromising MG Midget
mechanicals. As it turned out, it was a great deal of
fun - so much so that we got it back for our Road
and Track Car of the Year feature in spring 2005
[081), where it proved every bit as enjoyable as cars
with five or six times its throbbing é5bhp.

S0 when Westfield offered us a kit so that we could
build our own, we leapt at the chance. We [that is,
Roger G and myself] would do the spanner-work
and fund the rest of the build, and at the end of
the story the car would be sold and the proceeds
lif there were any] split. | think it's fair to say that
we had absolutely no idea what we were letting
ourselves in for.

First task was to source a 1275cc Midget, which
would donate its engine, gearbox, back axle,
steering rack and various other components. So
in the late summer of 2005 we bought a rusty but
healthy-sounding runner for £800 and after a couple
of days in which WD40, spanners, hammers and a
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large crowbar were liberally applied, we had a pile
of oily bits and one gutted Midget, which was later
crushed. It was a poignant moment, particularly
when we realised we'd left a couple of important
parts still attached...

Never mind. A couple of months later, after
sending off the propshaft, back axle and wiring loom
to be modified by Westfield, as per the build manual,
we had all the parts we needed to start the build
- and more importantly we had acquired the use
of a well-equipped workshop and the expertise of
someone who'd built kit cars before. Step forward
Roger of the Swift variety, without whose help we'd
probably still be trying to work out which way round
to bolt the seats in.

It was the winter of 2005/06 when the build began
in earnest - long weekend days [and evenings) spent
In Roger S's garage, fingers numb from cold but
warmed at regular intervals by the steaming mugs
of coffee supplied by Roger’s wife, Barbara. Slowly
the powder-coated steel frame began to acquire
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